348                      THE GOLDEN LOTUS

Tai An came. He was greatly excited. "Their Excellencies
have arrived/' he said. Hsi-men Ch'ing put on his robes and
went to meet them.

"From to-day/' Cassia said to the Moon Lady, "I will give
up my father if I may be your daughter/'

"I don't believe ih your oaths," the Moon Lady said.
"You forget them as soon as you have taken them. He went,
to see you twice and you were not there."

"Heavens!" Cassia cried, "when did he come to my place
and find me not there? If he did, may I die this very moment.
Somebody has been telling lies. He must have gone to some
other place. I know he went to Moonbeam's house and
played with the girls there. They are jealous, Probably they
rare responsible for the whole affair. I don't see how Father
could be angry with me otherwise."

"Why don't you girls attend to your business, instead of
. talking scandal about one another?" Golden Lotus said.

"Mother, you don't know. There is always jealousy among
people of our profession.  Each one is anxious to get the
better of the others. Whenever one seems to be securing a
little favour, the others conspire to cast her down,"
The Moon Lady gave her tea.

Hsi-mSn Ch'ing took Censor Sung and Vice-President An
to the great hall. After the usual greetings, each of them
presented him with a roll of silk and a case of books. They
saw that the tables were very well set out, and thanked him
repeatedly. Then they sat down to tea.

"I have still another favour to ask you," Sung said, "Hou
Shih-ch'iaan has just been appointed Master of the Court of
Sacrificial Worship, I and those under me would like to enter-
tain him, if possible, here at your house, on the thirtieth. He
is to leave for the Eastern Capital on the second of next month.
Will you do this for us?"

"Your Excellency has only to command, and I obey,"
Hsi-mfen Ch'ing said.

"The money is here," Sung said. "He summoned an
attendant who brought twelve taels of silver which the officers
had contributed. "We should like one large table and six
small* tables. Perhaps a few actors."

Hsi-mfen Cl/ing promised to make the necessary arrange-